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Synopsis

The best-selling companion reader to the Give Me Liberty! family of books. A rich collection of
documentary voices addressing a central theme in American historyA¢a -a ¢freedom. The
documents in this collection show that although in some ways universal, the idea of freedom has
never been a fixed, timeless concept with a single, unchanging definition. In fact, the history of the
United States is in part a story of debates and struggles over freedom. Crises like the American
Revolution, the Civil War, and the Cold War have permanently transformed the meaning of freedom.
So too have demands by various groups of Americans for greater freedom. The primary-source
selections in this book include presidential proclamations and letters by runaway slaves, famous
court cases and obscure manifestos, prevailing ideas and dissenting ones. The voices range from
Las Casas and Pontiac through Jefferson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Lincoln to Stanton, Sanger,
Garvey, Luce, Byrd, and Obama. The Fourth Edition of Voices of Freedom includes new documents
that better reflect the religious aspects of American history. It remains a comprehensive collection
that offers a diverse gathering of authors and a wide breadth of opinion. Fully compiled and edited
by Eric Foner, the collection includes headnotes and critical questions for each document. The book
is organized as a companion to the textbook Give Me Liberty! An American History, Fourth Edition,
by Eric Foner, and it can also be used with other texts in the American history survey and other

courses.
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Customer Reviews



Eric Foner is the preeminent historian of his generation, highly respected by historians of every
stripeA¢a -4 ¢whether they specialize in political history or social history. His books have won the
top awards in the profession, and he has been president of both major history organizations: the
American Historical Association and the Organization of American Historians. He has worked on
every detail of Give Me Liberty!, which displays all of his trademark strengths as a scholar, teacher,
and writer. A specialist on the Civil War/Reconstruction period, he regularly teaches the
nineteenth-century survey at Columbia University, where he is DeWitt Clinton Professor of History.
In 2011, Foner’s The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery won the Pulitzer Prize in

History, the Bancroft Prize, and the Lincoln Prize.

This was required reading for my American History class at college, but | have to say it was an easy
to follow supplement to "Give Me Liberty!" by same author. | love to read but juggling two books for
reading assignments for class has been a little tricky if you have to refer to this and Give Me Liberty!

All'in all, a very honest look at American History.

Great book, great read, but what | didn’t notice was that halfway through the book, one of the
chapters was printed twice and replaced with the following chapter (it might have been chapter 18 or
19). Missed the whole chapter for my class. Otherwise a good book. Just make sure to check the

chapters when purchasing.
| bought this book for my college history class and for the price this is the best deal out there! | am
sure of this because as a broke college student | try to find better deals but end up choosing this

one because it was the best deal | could find.

| like this book, it is in good condition and | enjoy reading letters and speeches we didn’t read about

in high school.

This book is for a History Il class, and has some interesting information.

This is a textbook for a class I'm taking, but it's one of the most interesting books I've read and it's a

very easy read.

All Eric Foner books make great texts! | really enjoyed these!



written terribly. Good thing my instructor was interesting and we didn’t use the books.
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